
2017 Speed Championship – Invitation Event. Chateau Impney 
 

‘Third running of Droitwich’s finest’ 
 

Ten 500’s were invited to this year’s third reincarnation of the Chateau Impney 
Hillclimb organised as a family day out as much as a motorsport festival. The 500 
class was headed by Mark Riley using the Creamer. Welcome racers entered were 
Stuart Wright, Richard de la Roche and ‘Chairman Challis’.  
In the next class for pre ’61 racing cars up to 1.5 litres, 5 V-twins were driven by 
engineers Simon Brown & Dave Andrews, Simon Frost in the ex-Harry Schell car, 
Marcus Black and Charles Reynolds. 
 
Saturday 8 July – Practice 
 
The day loomed warm but overcast as the two classes were batched together and 
brought to the start area. For the first runs, cars were held twice so some drivers 
were obliged to double restart; a ‘red flag’ situation and a recipe for much confusion! 
The first corner caught out many; Fin Mackintosh, Richard Grant, Richard dl Roche, 
Jan Nycz and Nigel Challis were all seen indulging in a spot of grass mowing. The 
only mechanical concern was wayward tracking on Alistair Dent’s Hornet. In the big 
class, the secondary chain on Simon Brown’s Mk.IV twisted a link. 
After a long lunch break, 2nd runs started mid afternoon. The organisation was 
improved this time and the start procedure worked without long delays. 
On this run everyone improved their times: Fin managed to keep on the black stuff 
and pose a threat to Mark. Others who had earlier veered off track hauled 
themselves back with more representative times whilst in the V-twins, Marcus Black 
was still suffering fuel problems 
    
Sunday 9 July – Timed runs 
 
Following the traditional Chateau dinner on Saturday the day loomed dry again 
although more cloudy than Saturday.  
Running in number order, it was Mark Riley who laid down the marker which was not 
to be beaten all day and he was the only driver to break into 45 secs on this run and 
in so doing equalled Peter dl Roche’s course record. Next up was Fin Mackintosh, 
with new tyres now nicely scrubbed and having sussed the course. Then came the 
hill-climbers Richard Grant, Jan Nycz and Alistair Dent versus racers Stuart Wright 
and Richard dl Roche, all split by a mere 0.74 sec!  
Amongst the V-twins, Simon Brown and Charles Reynolds were haggling over 0.4 
secs.  
Another long lunch period was followed by 2nd runs around 3.30 as the organisers 
went through the 18 class programme for the final time.  
Mark went ¼ sec slower allowing Fin, driving with rally confidence to find a massive 
0.9 sec and secure 2nd place and finish just 7/100ths adrift. 
Class 11 was taken by Mark Wodhouse in his familiar front engine Gemini, followed 
by Club Membership secretary Mike Fowler in his similar Gemini ahead of Charles 
Reynolds as the first V-twin.  
Special thanks must go to all the pushers; the flat terrain and need to restart make 
this task essential. Amongst the many who  helped, thanks to Steve Powell, Max 



Mackintosh, Leslie dl Roche, ‘Ever smiling Bruce’, Jonathan, Roy Wright, Darren, 
Olly Dent, Angus Frost & Lou Andrews.   
 
Results: 
 
Class 10. Up to 500cc. (Current record: Peter de la Roche 44.70 on 10.07.16) 
Pos Driver Car P1 P2 T1 T2 Best 
1 Mark Riley Creamer JAP 47.39 46.25 45.70 45.94 44.70 
2 Finlay Mackintosh Cooper Mk. 6 JAP 50.87 46.82 46.63 45.77 45.77 
3 Stuart Wright Cooper Mk.XI JAP 48.56 47.29 47.32  46.02 46.02 
4 Richard Grant Kiehn Special JAP 52.51 48.69 47.11 46.13 46.13 
5 Richard de la Roche Cooper Mk.V JAP 61.47 48.43 47.55 46.48 46.48 
6 Alistair Dent Hornet JAP 50.77 48.87 47.85 47.17 47.17 
7 Jan Nycz Staride Mk.III Norton 51.05 47.95 47.54 48.75 47.54 
8 Nigel Challis Cooper Mk.VIII Norton 61.85 54.91 51.59 51.00 51.00 
9 Simon Dedman Cooper Mk.IV JAP 59.24 57.47 56.52 55.24 55.24 
10 Alex Duce Cooper Mk.V JAP 69.71 61.43 59.03 - 59.03 
 

Class 11. Up to 1500 cc (without FJ’s & Morgans) 
Pos Driver Car P1 P2  T1 T2 Best 
4 Charles Reynolds   Cooper Mk.VII JAP       46.12 46.36 45.43 45.39 45.39 
6 Simon Frost Cooper Mk.IV JAP 47.82 46.44 46.26 45.72 45.72 
8 Simon Brown Cooper Mk.IV JAP 48.12 47.14 45.85 45.80 45.80 
13 Dave Andrews Cooper Mk.VII JAP 49.89 47.75 46.65 46.26 46.26 
16 Marcus Black Cooper Mk.VII JAP 49.91 50.98 47.00 46.56 46.56 
 
 

A full report will appear in the next edition of ‘The 500’. 

 

 

 



 


